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My excitement about getting the 
job as editor of the Beacon eight 
weeks ago was extinguished 
once I became aware of how 
difficult it was going to be to 
relocate to Mercury Bay.
The Coromandel Peninsula is 
experiencing one of the most 
severe rental crises in its history. 
We’ve all heard about the New 
Zealand housing crisis – rent 
prices are rising and landlords 
are becoming stricter due to 
the fear of P contamination 
and careless tenants.While 
the media has been reporting 
on the national state of 
accommodation, the high 
demand - and short supply 
- of rental housing in the 
Coromandel Peninsula is having 
a more severe impact. 
“The rental situation here is very 
serious,” says a local property 
manager. 
Before I even started work, 
the search for accommodation 
became a full-time job as I got 
in touch with every real estate 
agent in the area and private 
landlords, trying to find anything 
to rent. Apparently being 
willing to rent any amount of 
bedrooms, in any condition, in 
any area, does not set us apart 
from hundreds of other families 
that are desperately seeking 
something to call home. We 
have spoken to anyone that will 
listen about our situation, have 
asked on Facebook groups every 
day since we were offered the 
jobs and have done everything 
we can possibly think of but 
to no avail, because there is 
nothing to get. 
Housing NZ has not been much 
help either. We managed to get 
ourselves listed as a priority on 
the waiting list but were told 
to try and find a private rental, 
because the chances of getting 
social housing in this area is 
almost non-existent. And if you 
have a pet - forget it. Nobody 
wants our children either – 
three and four bedroom homes 
are being listed as suitable for 
singles or professional couples, 
and why wouldn’t they be? 
Since landlords have their pick 
of tenants, they don’t need to 
consider anybody who comes 
with a pet or pre-schoolers 
in tow. Families and animal 
companions have become 
undesirable in this brutal 
market. 

byTaryn Dryfhout
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With demand heavily exceeding 
supply, families are being 
forced to consider alternative 
arrangements. According to 
Harcourts property manager 
Angela Ball, families are leaving 
the area in order to secure 
accommodation. 
“One couple is commuting to 
work from Auckland. One family 
had to leave the area to move 
in with family and one even 
relocated to Rotorua to rent,” 
she says.

Homelessness is becoming a 
reality, with more than one 
Whitianga family becoming 
homeless after being served 
notice in their current rental 
and not being able to secure 
anything before the notice 
period was up. Fear of situations 
such as these has also meant 
that those already in a rental 
property now refrain from 
moving around, adding to the 
lack of rentals being advertised. 

Local property management 
companies have folders full of 
people waiting for a rental and 
are turning people away on a 
daily basis. One even stated that 
they haven’t placed tenants 
into a rental property for three 
months. The lack of rentals 
has also led to bidding wars on 
social media groups, with home 
owners taking people who offer 
more than the advertised rental 
price in order to secure the 
tenancy.

Locals say the reason for this 
radical shift in the rental market 
is the attraction of living in the 
Coromandel area. Between new 
owners buying and occupying 
their new properties and baby 
boomers returning to their old 
properties to retire, there is little 
left for those whose only option 
is to rent. 

Where is our family of six going to live??

Beacon

Stephen and Taryn Dryfhout with their children; from left: Johnny Ray, Nathan, Alex and Sierra

covering the top half of the Coromandel Peninsula        a weekly independent newspaper published by Beacon Redux Ltd

Continued on page 6
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Letters to the editor

High Low High Low High
Thurs 17 Nov 03.25  0.2m 09.55  2.3m 15.53  0.3m 22.16  2.3m

Fri 18 Nov 04.17  0.2m 10.47  2.3m  16.47  0.3m 23.09  2.2m
Sat 19 Nov 05.09  0.3m 11.40  2.3m 17.41  0.4m
Sun 20 Nov 00.03  2.1m 06.01  0.3m 12.34  2.2m 17.41  0.4m
Mon 21 Nov 00.57  2.1m 06.55  0.4m 13.29  2.1m 19.33  0.5m
Tue 22 Nov 01.53  2.0m 07.51  0.5m 14.24  2.1m 20.30  0.6m
Wed 23 Nov 02.50  1.9m 08.49  0.6m 15.18  2.0m 21.27  0.6m
Thurs 24 Nov 03.47  1.9m 09.47  0.7m 16.12  2.0m 22.23  0.6m

Mercury Bay High and Low Tides
The hot water at Hot Water Beach is accessible two hours either side of low tide

Meet our editor
Taryn Dryfhout

Hi and welcome to the first issue of the Beacon! I am extremely 
excited to be a part of the team and look forward to bringing you 
the all the latest local news and events from this amazing part of the 
world.  
I took an unexpected route into journalism, first completing several 
qualifications in Theology before finding my calling as an English 
major, and writer. 
Student journalism paved the way for me to be published, first on-
line and then in print. I had some success along the way – being pub-
lished in a book, and being nominated as Best Feature Writer at the 
ASPA Awards, but I soon outgrew student journalism and branched 
out into the freelance world. 
I was recommended to The Beacon by a former editor of mine, who 
knew that I was seeking a new opportunity – one where I could grow 
while still being able to do what I love – write. 
In a changing world, local news has never been more crucial to the 
health and identity of a small community. It is my intention for the 
Beacon to take Mercury Bay to the next level both journalistically, 
and creatively. 
I believe the Beacon provides an opportunity for us to deliver quality 
journalism which serves the Mercury Bay area with accurate, engag-
ing news that is relevant and valuable to our community. 
My husband Stephen is joining me in this venture, becoming the 
Beacon’s distribution manager and no doubt my four children in due 
course will become delivery boys and girls.
Taryn Dryfhout

When you hear people who are 
living on hills that would now 
be mine pits or living in quiet 
valleys that would now be toxic 
tailing’s dumps, saying, “it will 
never happen”or “you are just 
anti everything”, tell them to 
take a closer look.
What they lack is historical per-
spective. Being philosophically 
anti-anti is a very strange form of 
head in the sand.
The new companies invited into 
our old gold fields may not be 
so easy to stop. Oceana Gold 
has just successfully sued the 
El Salvador government for 301 
Million US for refusing a min-
ing licence under a ‘free trade’ 
agreement similar to TPPA. To-
day, direct action may be treated 
as terrorism in our new much 
more surveilled society. We may 
not win this time.
It would be great if the naysay-

ers are right and it will never 
happen, but so far each his-
torical mining area has proven 
minable by today’s gold price 
and each has caused problems. 
Before the anti-anti people 
decide we should do nothing, 
they should have a look at the 
massive tailings dam at Waihi 
and its collapsing open pit. They 
should look at the Tui mine fail-
ure above Te Aroha which cost 
our government and Matamata 
Piako council $21 million to try 
to stop arsenic, lead and cadmi-
um polluting the town’s drinking 
water supply. It’s still leaching 
toxins.
Look into the mine shafts 
directly under people’s homes, 
the abandoned tailings land at 
Waitekauri and the people at 
Karangahake fighting because 
they don’t want any of this to 
happen in their community. Look 

at the massive power lines feed-
ing the Waihi mine that uses as 
much power as the whole of our 
peninsula. Picture those power 
pylons across our hills and val-
leys. Picture mine waste dumps 
scattered around the peninsula.
At Waihi billions of dollars of 
gold has gone offshore to the 
US nearly tax free (1%), while 
the town has one of the lowest 
standards of living in our region. 
New Zealand’s miniscule taxa-
tion of mining companies and 
our government’s commitment 
to supporting these foreign 
corporations is inviting this new 
onslaught of foreign mining 
interests.
It is lazy and irresponsible to 
lightly say ‘it will never happen’ 
and advise doing nothing.
Martin Smith 
Kuaotunu

Is it anti mining the Coromandel or anti-anti?

harcourts.co.nz                Larsen Realty Ltd MREINZ Licensed Agent REAA 2008                      Harcourts Whitianga 71 Albert Street P 07 866 4981

Auction Friday 2nd December 
at 12.30pm 

Harcourts, 71 Albert St, 
Whitianga  

Unless sold prior 
Ref: wi21079

AUCTION

87 Tarapatiki Drive
A stunning panorama to be 

enjoyed from this site
Building options are plentiful 

and an auction pack is available.
• 4209m2

• Stunning views
• Partially fenced

Peter MacGregor 
027 224 7332

Rob Ball 
021 0238 9767

A Real Bach Beauty looking for new owners
Get into relax mode and enjoy family fun and happy holidays 
right here.    

• 1009m2 waterfront section
• 1970s block 2bdrm, 1 bthrm home
• Double garage
• Close to boat ramp, canals, parks and school

Auction  Friday 2 December 
at 12.30pm 

Harcourts 71 Albert St, Whitianga
Unless sold prior 

Ref: wi 21089  

28 Robinson Road

AUCTION

Katrina Carlyon   
021 724 200

The world around us

On holiday staying at the Mount 
Egmont chalet at Mt Taranaki, I 
was sent out to play while Mum 
and Dad had a lie-in.
I baited my herring line and 
wandered down a bush track 
until I found a creek that 
flowed beneath a fallen log. 
Immediately a fish struck. 
I yanked it out and in great 
excitement ran back to the 
chalet. Seemingly unfazed by 
the interruption Dad gutted and 
filleted the fish and we had it for 
breakfast.
The fish was silky brown with 
fluorescent blue green eyes. 
A foot long and delicious, we 
called it a ‘native’ trout.
Later, as a student at New 
Plymouth Boys High School and 
monitor of the biology room’s 
aquarium as well as collector 
of tadpoles and frogs for 
dissection, I became engrossed 

in coastal rock pools and rivers. 
I was given G Stokell’s Fresh 
Water Fishes of NZ, a 1955 
edition and realised the fish I 
had hooked out of the mountain 
creek as a boy belonged to the 
Gallaxiidae family.
In 2000, I was given R M 
McDowell’s NZ Freshwater 
Fishes and was able to identify 
the fish positively as a shortjaw 
kokupu, galaxias postvectis, one 
of the five species of kokupu 
that after four to five months at 
sea return to the streams they 
had emerged from as hatchlings 
in shoals of small transparent 
fish we call whitebait. 
No less than 18 species of fish 
including eels divide their lives 
between fresh water and the 
sea. Autumn sees the flow of 
migrating hatchlings out to 
sea and spring their return as 
juveniles.

What is important is that these 
events are critical contributions 
to the whole fishery providing 
food for fishes such as mullet, 
kahawai and mackerel that in 
turn are eaten by larger ocean 
going species such as snapper, 
trevally and kingfish.
I became aware of these 
life cycles by reading at high 
school the books written by 
Rachel Carson. Their beautiful 
illustrations set me on a lifelong 
journey of art and observation 
of the natural environment. 
However, her later book The 
Silent Spring plunged me into a 
struggle with the awareness of 
the effects of manmade poisons 
on our environment.
My father became the 
manager of the advertising 
department of Ivan Watkins 
Dow, a New Plymouth firm that 
manufactured these poisons 

for agricultural applications 
as sprays. Unaware of the 
dangers of these substances I 
also worked in the factory as a 
labourer in my school holidays.
The publication of Carson’s The 
Silent Spring was a bombshell 
and it became a banned book at 
IWD.
My father took early retirement 
to work with me producing 200 
or more screen-print images 
of the environment. He died of 
lymphoma cancer in 1976.

Art, the 
universe & 
everything
An occasional 
column by 
Mercury Bay’s 
own Renaissance 
Man - artist, 
sculptor, composer, 
writer and 
conservationist 
Michael Smither

A lifelong journey of art and observation of the natural environment

Michael Smither is a Luddite 
and does not own any internet 
based device. If you would 
like to comment on his story, 
please write to him, c/- PO Box 
248, Whitianga.

Residents of Mercury Bay awoke 
with a start on Monday morning 
after a severe earthquake in the 
South Island caused Civil De-
fence Sirens to sound. 
The 7.5 magnitude quake struck 
15 kilometres north-east of 
Culverden, Canterbury  just 
after midnight and was widely 
felt throughout both the North 
and South Islands, causing 
destruction and damage in 
several towns and cities, with 
both islands suffering strong 
aftershocks for some time after. 
The quake also caused the 111 

national emergency services to 
fail and several towns also lost 
power. 
The size and strength of the 
quake caused Civil Defence to 
issue a tsunami threat for the 
entire East Coast including the 
Coromandel Peninsula, which 
was later downgraded to a ma-
rine threat. 
A large amount of social media 
posts complained of the low 
volume of the Whitianga sirens, 
which were not heard in many 
parts of the town, and which 
failed to wake many residents. 

When asked to comment on this 
issue, local Police advised people 
not to rely on the siren alone,
“The siren shouldn’t be the only 
way people are alerted to a civil 
disaster. People should contact 
their friends and families and if 
an earthquake can be persistent-
ly felt, head for higher ground.” 
While everyone appears to be 
safe and accounted for, the 
earthquake has highlighted an 
issue and has tested everyone’s 
preparedness, should a natural 
disaster strike in Mercury Bay. 

Soft the sound of the sirens

Senior sergeant Andrew Morrison receives the message to downgrade the warning.

Display ads?
displayads@thebeacon.co.nz

Classified ads?
classads@ thebeacon.co.nz
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Heroes among us
Our world is full of everyday heroes - 

those who work among us to protect and 
serve. We really only notice them when 
something bad happens and suddenly 

the media springs to life.
The Beacon intends to look at many of 

our heroes - local and national.
That we’re starting with the Royal New 
Zealand Navy is one of those cases of 
happenstance. Beacon publisher Sue 
Collins often gets up early to chase 
the sunrise and on the morning of 
13 October she ran into a group of 

uniformed men on the Whitianga wharf.
She soon found out who they were and 

what they were doing.
Navy writer Andrew Bonallack takes up 

the story.

Pictures: Andrew Bonallack

Rebellion, boat ramming, 
protests and armed conflict are 
not normally words associated 
with the Coromandel Peninsula 
coast and Mercury Islands, 
but that was the context of a 
training exercise for the Royal 
New Zealand Navy in mid-
October.
Offshore Patrol Vessel HMNZS 
Wellington’s presence off 
Whitianga was part of what 
is known as a ship’s Work Up. 
The ship’s company, and its 
captain, are put through a 
series of evaluations, drills and 
mock-scenarios to ensure the 
crew can respond correctly, and 
operate the ship and equipment 
properly, when they suddenly 
“go to action”.
Setting up the scenarios falls to 
the Navy’s Maritime Operational 
Evaluation Team (MOET), 
who wear green overalls to 
distinguish them from the blue 
General Work Uniforms of the 
crew. Evaluations are often 
week-long affairs, to see what 
is on track and what needs 
improvement.
Wellington’s workup involved 
the ship operating in a fictional 
Pacific Island territory, a country 
with its fair share of social and 
economic issues, including 
armed conflict. The captain is 
told certain factions will not 

welcome the ship’s presence, 
while others will – including 
MOET team members role 
playing as guest VIPs from the 
Pacific Island, asking naïve 
questions of the captain. Also 
on the bridge, an editor from 
the Defence Force plays being a 
guest reporter for the country’s 
newspaper. Elsewhere, a MOET 
officer places a sticker on a 
computer screen, indicating the 
readout has suddenly gone out 
of action. A sailor has to find the 
“fault” and make a fast repair.
In the meantime, the captain 
is organising a live-fire exercise 
and preparing to send out a 
boat crew to board a suspicious 
fishing vessel. Below decks, a 
green-overalled MOET officer is 
almost hidden behind the smoke 
coming from a theatrical smoke 
machine placed in the galley. 
The alarm sounds and fire teams 
investigate. The drill creates 
injured personnel with heat 
exhaustion and burns, who have 
to be dealt with.
MOET’s challenge is to ensure 
everyone follows correct 
procedure, but also maintain 
that goal in the Navy of muscle 
memory when Hands to Action 
Stations are piped. Drills build 
muscle memory and make 
actions second nature.

Coromandel Peninsula plays Pacific Island as the HMNZS Wellington gets her work-up

A captain from the Maritime Operational Evaluation Team stands in the hanger deck and goes over with 
the crew how their evaluations have gone.

A live-fire exercise is conducted from the bridge wing of HMNZS 
Wellington.

Crew in a Rigid Hulled Inflatable Boat (RHIB) are lowered into the sea.

A crewmember in breathing 
apparatus moves towards a 
kitchen fire.

Sailors tend to a firefighter 
suffering from heat exhaustion.

My heart belongs in the Coromandel and there is no 
other place in the country that I most feel the presence 

of Papatuanuku – Mother Earth. 
I feel a sense of wellbeing and a connection to our land 

when I work and I hope that is reflected in my soaps 
which nourish and help heal your skin. 

A course in Rongo Maori gave me an insight into 
New Zealand native plants with their natural healing 
products and from that was born the Soap+ Natives 

range. We have since added other soaps based 
around florals, spices and manuka honey. 

Our soaps are gentle on your skin and the environment. 
They’re all free from palm oil and harmful chemicals 

and can be safely used on animals. We keep working to 
produce new and different products using natural flora.

Olive oil is our main base oil because it is rich in 
Vitamin E and beta carotene. As well as being an 

antioxidant it stimulates new cell generation, slows the 
progression of wrinkles and gives skin a youthful look. 

Olive oil is also extremely mild and beneficial
We feel good about what we do, about what we put in 

our products and we want you to feel that way.

Lisa Peehikuru

Now available in Mercury Bay from
Rubosa, cnr Campbell & Albert Sts, Whitianga

Mercury Bay Museum
Coroglen Farmers Market

Online at soapplus.co.nz

As the Beacon goes to press 
on Wednesday morning, the 
HMNZ Wellington and the 
HMNZS Taranaki are steaming 
towards Kaikoura to help with the 
aftermath of the earthquake.

The ship’s company, and its 
captain, are put through a 

series of evaluations, drills and 
mock-scenarios to ensure the 

crew can respond correctly, and 
operate the ship and equipment 

properly, when they suddenly 
“go to action”.

We couldn’t have known how 
soon they were going to have to 
“go to action”.
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The Beacon is back because 
I’ve got unfinished business

Some of my friends and family 
have asked “Why are you doing 
this again?” The other popular 
question was “Are you crazy, Sue 
Collins?”.
As you’ll know from the first time 
round I was never one for putting 
myself in the limelight but here 
it goes, so enjoy this because 
it’s the only time I’m going to 
write something so long and so 
self-indulgent. Though this time 
round I plan to be more visible in 
my publication and in public life.
First, I’m doing this because 
there’s unfinished business. 
The Bay Beacon (the first name 
of my first publication) began life 
at the end of 1996 with my first 
business partner Sue Greatbanks. 
That was the same year my 
friend Nina Hammond opened 
Café Nina, the first of my regular 
advertisers. 
As the years went by and in 
partnership with Ian Meredith, it 
became the Beacon Advertiser, 
then back in my hands, the 
Bay Beacon to which I added 
the Moehau Messenger for 
Coromandel town.
Finally I wound the two together 
in the Peninsula Post which 
covered the north east of the 
Coromandel Peninsula. This year 
would have seen the business 
reach its 20th anniversary.
In May 2014, money became 
tight and I completely lost my 
tolerance of a weekly deadline. 
In the 18 years I ran the business, 
I had just two holidays, both in 
tropical climes (I dislike heat!) 
and both times I was ill. The 
Tauranga group the Bay Sun 
had over the years indicated an 
interest in moving into the area. 
Unfortunately the offer they 
made me was, in my opinion, 
derisory considering the amount 
of goodwill in the town towards 
the Peninsula Post. I chose to 
close the newspaper and walk 
away.
Just over two years on I had to 
confess to myself that contrary 
to what I told everyone I did miss 
my paper like mad. I missed the 
fascinating people I used to meet 
and the great stories we would 
break and the brilliant photos 
(not all mine!) that we published. 
I came through the other end 
of a bad bout of depression, 
full of energy and itching to 
do something….like….open a 
newspaper?
Second, yes, I was missing what’s 
been my raison d’etre for some 

40 years or so. One way or 
another I’ve been in journalism 
and publishing and marketing, 
give or take a few years of being 
a nanny and working in a pub in 
the UK, all that time.
My journalism career began in 
the 1970s when I would go down 
and watch the typesetters at 
work with tiny pieces of lead and 
wooden boxes in the basement 
under the huge printing press 
at the Waikato Times right in 
the middle of town. It was an 
afternoon paper then and we 
proofread the front page of 
the first, so the typos could 
be corrected in the second 
edition. After that we spent the 
afternoons in the pub and we 
had a weekly poker game at 
someone’s house, playing with 
small coins. There are names 
from those days that you’ll still 
know today – reclusive author 
Barry Colman, media darling 
Barry Soper, motoring writer 
extraordinaire Alistair Sloane 
(read his first column for us on 
page 12), the gruff Kingsley Field, 
the fantastic Venetia Sherson 
(my first boss) and the late 
great photographic genius Kirby 
Wright who taught me about 
bracketing my shots.
I quickly realised that I wasn’t 
a daily newspaper person. In 
the 1980s I moved to the dark 
side of press and information 
offices. The art of writing 
features (overlong, according 
to my bosses) came from my 
days in the Information and 
Press Section of the Tourist 
and Publicity Department that 
supplied information and press 
officers to all government 
departments and the ministers. 
I certainly wasn’t ministerial 
material and I was extremely 
lucky to be seconded to the New 
Zealand Forest Service. Back 
then money was no object and I 
would phone the Conservator of 
Southland, check out the story 
ideas, tell my bosses and set off 
with my pad and my camera for 
the wilds of the Catlins, Curio Bay 
and, most magical of all, Stewart 
Island. I’d come back and most 
of the newspapers would print 
all of my words and most of my 
pictures (take that bosses!). I 
still have all my clipping books 
– I kept one copy of every story 
I wrote but I noted where else 
they appeared.
I learnt the art of designing 
publications from my time as 
an information officer with 
the New Zealand Wool Board 
where, as well as travelling the 
country writing about mostly 
men (there were a few women) 
and their sheep, I also learned 
the art of copyfitting and 
layout. My colleagues thought 
it was hilarious to send me on 
a beginners shearing course. 
It ruined my back forever and 
I was stalked by a 17 year old 
erstwhile shearer who showed 
up on my doorstep in Wellington 
and professed undying love. 

But it also gave me the bones 
of a brilliant speech to the New 
Zealand Spinners and Weavers 
conference; 1000 women in the 
Wellington Town Hall and – best 
of all – a story in the NZ Listener.
In a second stint of OE, mostly 
in London, I honed my design 
and publishing skills, working 
first for Profile Public Relations 
as their print production person 
for clients such as the Audit 
Commission, the Countryside 
Commission and the Hunger 
Project and then as a freelancer. 
That was when I encountered my 
first piece of desktop publishing 
software, Xerox Publisher, and I 
was hooked. More than 30 years 
from then and more than 40 
years from my Waikato Times 
days, I can put the whole paper 
together on my computer! 
Another two years and I’ll 
have made my 20 years in the 
independent publishing business.
So we’re back. I’ve missed 
breaking the odd story, making 
you laugh and making you cry 
and, best of all, making you 
think. I’ve missed ensuring that 
when it came to the important 
news stories of the time we told 
both sides of the story no matter 
how unpalatable to some.
I was so lucky with the Peninsula 
Post’s editor, Shenagh Gleeson, 
one of New Zealand’s best 
journalists and I have equal 
confidence in her young 
successor the truly delightful 
Taryn Dryfhout. Our Person 
Friday is the lovely Maxine Scott 
who’s going to help with both 
sales and editorial and act as my 
PA. Over in Coromandel Town our 
correspondent will be freelance 
travel (and travelling) writer 
Shane Boocock.
Our great new look comes 
courtesy of our chief designer 
and layout artist – that would 
be me, though I have already 
identified my successor for this 
job and I am waiting for her to 
get sick of her current job.
I’m also partly covering the 
sales job for the moment but I’m 
on the lookout for that special 
person to come along to help me.
That’s it for the moment – enjoy 
Beacon, your new community 
voice.

Sue Collins
The problem is compounded 
by the fact that some landlords 
who used to rent out their 
holiday homes between the 
months of February and 
November, have decided it’s 
safer and more convenient 
to keep their baches vacant 
during the year. While renting 
to families for ten months of the 
year is not ideal, if more owners 
would consider this, it would 
provide some temporary relief. 
“It would at least be somewhere 
to put these families for a good 
portion of the year,” says Robyn 
Turner of Bayleys. 
So for now I am stuck with 
commuting to Whitianga from 

Auckland and doing as much 
as I can from home, but it’s 
rather deflating and doesn’t 
solve the problem for the 
hundreds of other people who 
are desperately trying to secure 
something – anything – to live 
in. While this is a New Zealand-
wide, and a peninsula-wide 
problem, it is the circumstances 
of Mercury Bay’s local families 
and workers that is every bit as 
grave as those in the big cities.
This raises an important 
question: what can we do, as 
a community to provide some 
relief in this area? 
Email me your thoughts at 
letterstotheeditor@beacon.
co.nz

Where is my family 
of six going to live??
Continued from page 1

What did you do at the weekend?
Taryn and Stephen 
and the Dryfhout 
kids went to 
Steampunk 
The Thames

Steampunk The Thames took over the town last weekend as followers from all over 
New Zealand donned corsets, cogs and goggles to celebrate the November festival.

While Steampunk fashion has no set guidelines, the popular pieces included top 
hats, bustles and accessories such as guns, gas masks and parasols. Age is no barri-
er with the weekend events embraced by young and old – and please, don’t forget 

the well-dressed dogs.
Steampunk The Thames, which is organised by a small committee of dedicated 

locals, ran over the entire weekend, kicking off with an informal ‘meet and greet’ 
on Friday night where steam punkers could get to know each other and culminating 
in a Steampunk sculpture exhibition on Sunday. The event also included a night of 

burlesque, market stalls, a street parade and a night circus. 

An appreciation: 
Peter Willam 
Marshman Simpson

The mountain Maungatawhiri on the left hand side of the bay; the 
one you see every day when you walk or drive along the beach has 
been a constant in my life, a backdrop to my childhood and teenage 
years and now, my adult years.
It looms large in the tens of thousands of images of the vista from 
Buffalo Beach that I have taken since I got my first Box Brownie cam-
era at the age of ten. Now my magical new Huawei P9 phone will 
capture thousands more.
The late Peter Simpson is one of the people I must thank for the fact 
that the mountain will never be sullied by development; not one 
single building will ever appear there, no subdivision, no Matapaua 
or Pauanui or Waterways clone. Development has its place but it’s 
not on that particular foreshore and headland.
Thanks to the foresight of Peter and his neighbour Renn Wells, 50ha 
of the Maungatawhiri headland were placed under QEII Covenant. 
The Simpson family has also protected nine-and-a-half hectares 
along the beachfront.
These two local families have bestowed upon us a priceless gift 
which should be cherished and protected to the best of our ability.
Peter was an old school gentleman and a gentle man. I lived at 
Wharekaho for a number of years and whenever I saw Peter and 
Margaret on the beach we would stop to chat; nearly always of 
inconsequential matters but from time to time we did try to set the 
world to rights.
Swimming at Wharekaho won’t be the same but untouched Maun-
gatawhiri will still watch over me and generations of swimmers and 
walkers to come.
RIP and thank you, Peter Simpson.

Sue Collins
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Community gardens: a growing trend on the Coromandel Peninsula

Advertise with us
Email sales@thebeacon.co.nz

The Coromandel Peninsula is 
lucky to have several community 
gardens which provide local 
people with fresh, organic 
food that is healthy and safe 
as well as fostering a sense of 
community and connection 
amongst the people that 
volunteer. 
In recent years there has been 
a renewed interest in organic 
gardening methods and in 
creating and maintaining 
community gardens, one which 
Louis from the Coromandel 
Town Community Garden puts 
down to security.
“Community gardens provide 
food security – it’s another 
form of resilience. In uncertain 
times, these little areas provide 
a backup.”
Located in a busy school 
area, the volunteers of the 
Coromandel Town garden meet 
weekly to tend to the garden, 
but for Louis it’s about much 
more than gardening.
“It’s about people; it’s not really 
about gardening. It’s a place 
for learning, it’s an alternative 
classroom and it provides a 
space for people who want to be 
part of something that’s bigger 
than them.”
Louis Kittelson and his partner 

Tracey, who have been involved 
with the garden for six years, 
have recently relocated to the 
Hawkes Bay area and have 
appointed a successor, Tai Fair, 
but the garden is now under 
threat by a recent petition for 
a parking lot to be built in the 
space occupied by the garden. 
“The community needs to 
decide what they want – grass 
for children to play, and an area 
for food to be grown, or asphalt 
for cars to park during the busy 
season”, says Louis. 
“We have to provide a place for 
people to garden. It’s needed. 
It’s a community meeting point 
and a creative voice in this 
community.”
The vegetables produced from 
the garden are taken home by 
volunteers, as well as providing 
the local Budget Advisory 
service with fresh vegetables for 
their community food parcels. 
In return, the Budget Advisory 
service provides funding to 
the garden, alongside other 
community grants which 
enable the garden to complete 
their projects and continue 
to produce fresh, organic 
vegetables for the community. 
While the Coromandel garden 
is facing an uncertain future, 
the new community garden in 
Whitianga is enjoying its spot at 
the Whitianga Bike Park. 

Born out of the deep desire 
to provide the community 
with fresh vegetables, this 
thriving community garden is 
now producing fresh, organic 
produce which is going directly 
back into the community 
through food parcels and weekly 
community meals. 
 “It’s going directly back to 
the people,” says the garden’s 
founder Denise Eggers.
In August of this year, Denise 
petitioned the local board to 
open the garden on council 
reserve land in School Road. 
The council is yet to respond 
to the petition, but with an 
army of volunteers keen to get 
involved and a project manager, 
Jude Brocas, appointed, it was 
decided that the garden would 
open at the bike park while 
the council application was 
processing.  
“We couldn’t wait for council…
it was important to get some 
food in the ground, start 
achieving our goals and keep the 
momentum going.”  
Jude, who runs the Facebook 
page as well as the local seed 
exchange, is passionate about 
using organic methods in the 
garden. She plans to use the 
space as a teaching area for 
children and adults who want 
to learn skills that can be taken 
back to their own gardens, and 

used to feed their own families.
“Once we get the propagation 
area set up we can start sowing 
seeds and teaching people how 
to go from seeds, to soil, to the 
table.” 
The organising committee has 
even floated the idea of taking 
the gardening out into the 
community, by helping people 
who are unable to manage their 
own gardens. 
The project has been lucky to 
have received many generous 
donations, including a shed 
and building materials from 
Placemakers, outdoor furniture 
and seedlings from within the 
community and Jude has been 
able to provide all the seeds. 
However, as with most non-
profit organisations, there is still 
a need for more funding. 
“We are in desperate need of 
wheelbarrows, and we would 
love donations of fruit trees. 
Planting out a fruit forest would 
be the next natural step now 
that we have got vegetables 
growing.” 
Most of all, Denise and Jude 
want to see the community 
garden and surrounding bike 
park being used and enjoyed by 
the people of Whitianga. 
“We want to raise awareness 
about this beautiful space 
and encourage the use of this 
community asset.”

Common unity for all!
Sharing in general is the driving force behind any 
community project.
It seems as if on one hand we as human beings 
want to share and do share in many forms; it’s a 
beautiful gift. On the other hand it seems to come 
with conditions.
At this time last year a dear old friend and 
community icon Cliff Heraud passed into the realm 
of spirit, a beautiful man who left behind a legacy 
of the magestical kauri regeneration, Kauri 2000. 
He started when he retired; it’s never too late. So I 
asked myself - what am I leaving behind for the next 
generation? And with that the Kuaotunu Food Forest 
was born.
Food from our Mother Earth straight from the earth 
herself for everyone and anyone to take what they 
need and enjoy the earth as it’s meant to be.
The greater vision is a food forest in every town in 
Aoteraroa! So share the love.
With the recent earthquakes in our land and the 
tsunami risks, it’s time we put aside the wanting 
more than we need (with a few pleasures, of course) 
and become resilient within our communities. If 
a major disaster does hit us hard and roads are 
washed away, it’s food that sustain our beings that 
will be worth the real gold!
So go on and do what you can no matter how small 
your contribution may seem. Share your unique 
good gift within your community, whatever that is. 
Teach our children to grow food and be part of a 
self-reliant and resilient community wherever you 
are!
Peace Bianchi

Kuaotunu 
Food Forest

byTaryn Dryfhout

Peace Bianchi explains the genesis of 
the Kuaotunu Food Forest

Top three pictures are from the 
Whitianga Community Garden 
at the Whitianga Bike Park and 
the image below is from the 
Coromandel Community Garden 
(photograph by Leigh Harding)

Peace Bianchi plants a tree while Tony, Mordekai, Wayne, Barb 
and Paul watch.

Contact details for local community gardens
Coromandel Town
Tai Fair 022 601 7081

Whitianga
Jude Brocas 02

Kuaotunu
Peace Bianchi 021 082 08577

Each of these groups will receive vouchers to the value of $2000 to be used for 
advertising in the Beacon over the course of a year:
Whitianga Community Garden 
Kuaotunu Food Forest 
Coromandel Community Garden

The Beacon 16

● clean your gear before and after 
visiting kauri forests, clean your 

shoes, tyres and equipment
● use disinfectant stations where 

provided
● always stay on the tracks and 

off kauri roots

KAURI 2000

www.kauri2000.co.nz

Visiting our 
forests?

Help prevent 
kauri dieback

Plant a kauri .... 
recreate a forest

For more info visit
www.kauridieback.co.nz
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Places to eat and places to stay

The Admirals Arms is a historic 
two-storey hotel conveniently 
located right in the heart of 
Coromandel Town and known 
affectionately by locals as the 
‘Bottom Pub’. As the Golconda 
Hotel, it was granted its first 
liquor license in the heady gold 
rush days of 1872. In 1975 it was 
renamed the Golconda Tavern, 
and in 1998 it became the 
Admirals Arms Hotel.
The Admirals Arms is the only 
pub in town with sea views, 
looking out over the Karaka 
Stream to the Coromandel 
Harbour from its upper deck. 
During its 144-year history, the 
pub has been a popular spot for 
tourists and locals to mix and 
mingle in historic surroundings.
Licensee Kelvin Ricketts took 
over the management of the 
Admirals Arms in August this 
year. While he’s new to the 
licensed trade in New Zealand, 
Kelvin is not unknown to 
the industry. Back home in 

England his wider whanua 
including uncles and cousins 
and Kelvin himself were, or 
still are publicans in Dorset 
and Somerset in the South of 
England.
One of Kelvin’s first tasks was to 
reopen the upstairs restaurant 
and outside deck. The Top 
Deck Restaurant & Café offers 
relaxed casual dining during the 
daytime serving a gastro-pub 
style brunch with venison, surf 
and turf, sirloin steak, Thai beef 
salad, chowder, scallops, and 
fish and chips on the menu. 
Specials due to be introduced in 
summer will include a bucket of 
mussels for $25 and a bucket of 
beers for $25 – perfect for four 
people or even just two people 
who might be both hungry and 
thirsty? In the evenings the 
Top Deck will be redressed to 
become a restaurant with its 
own separate ambience offering 
a completely different menu 
choice for diners.

The downstairs Golconda 
Garden Bar is a great place to 
combine a cold pint or glass of 
wine with an alfresco meal. On 
long hot summer weekends, 
the outdoor wood-fired pizza 
oven will be producing gourmet 
pizzas and the barbecue will 
be running hot with sizzling 
steaks and sausages that all the 
family can enjoy. Kids are very 
welcome when accompanied by 
an adult. 
On the menu in the Gold Rush 
Lounge Bar are local favourites 
such as tasty salads, burgers, 
steaks and nachos. New specials 
and a wider choice of vegetarian 
meals are bound to receive huge 
ticks of customer approval. 
Over in the Port O’Call Sports 
Bar patrons have the use of two 
pool tables, two darts boards 
and a warm welcome year-
round. Future darts and pool 
competitions are planned along 
with regular karaoke and live 
music nights. Kelvin believes in 

giving back to his community 
so all the proceeds from the 
Thursday night meat raffle goes 
to local charities. A TAB and 
large screen TVs on site cater for 
the keen sports fans.
For out-of-town travellers 
looking for a friendly place to 
rest their heads, the Admirals 
Arms offers an upper storey 
accommodation wing with three 
different room configurations 
to choose from, two shared 
bathrooms and a shared kitchen 
and lounge area.
Next time you’re heading to 
Coromandel, pop into the 
Admirals Arms for a warm 
welcome in a family friendly 
atmosphere – a winning 
Coromandel combination!

Admirals Arms: 
146 Wharf Road. 
T: 07 866 8623 
W: www.admiralsarms.co.nz

Where to 
eat and 
where to 
sleep
Each week one of 
the Beacon team 
will check out a 
place to eat or a 
place to stay. Of 
course sometimes 
they’re both.
This week 
Coromandel Town 
correspondent 
Shane Boocock 
checks out the 
Admirals Arms.

An experienced publican breathing new life into the Admirals Arms

The Admirals Arms in the heart of town. The downstairs Golconda Garden Bar. Port O’Call Sports Bar.

5 Albert Street Whitianga     Phone 866 0323

Time for a party but no time to spare?
With great menus and tons of experience let the Jandals team 
take the hard work out of organising a party - whether it’s a 

wedding, birthday, work or family event. Call now for a quote!

Not just your friendly local cafe!
 Check us out - www.jandalscafe.co.nz

a cat makes 
a house 

your home...

Out and about

Open mic night at Hot Waves Cafe.

Kiwi Tracey Melville who’s planning on returning home after years in Britain says she definitely wants a pig or two.
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FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICES

Trespass notices were served 
on neighbours at Mill Creek 
Road after a dispute, November 
10.
A shed and car were broken 
into at a Meadow Drive address 
with a backpack and stereo face 
plate stolen, November 11.
A copper pot and umbrellas 
were stolen from the Coroglen 
Tavern and enquiries are 
continuing with nominated 
suspects, November 12.
Damage was caused to a 
caravan at a Waimarie Ave, 
Matarangi address, November 
12.

us as damage caused may put 
planes at risk.

Arrests
No arrests this week.

Occurrences
No domestic incidents attended 
this week.
*******
Property was stolen from 
the Coroglen School Office, 
November 7.
Household keys left out for 
a delivery man were stolen 
from an address in Catherine 
Crescent, November 8.

Sergeant Andrew Morrison says
Excellent to see the response 
to the tsunami treat overnight 
in the early hours of Monday 
morning.
The experts openly state how 
difficult it is to predict tsunami 
events and the safest response 
is to evacuate when there is a 
threat of tsunami in a low lying 
area such as ours.
*******
A fuel lock was tampered with 
at the Whitianga Airport on 
November 10. Anyone who sees 
suspicious activity in or around 
the airport is asked to contact 

Police notebook

Motormouth

The sports car segment over 
the past few years in New 
Zealand is going nowhere fast, 
despite record annual car sales 
feeding off the buoyancy of the 
economy and the housing boom. 
It accounts for a steady one 
per cent of annual new vehicle 
registrations.
SUVs, on the other hand, now 
represent around 37 per cent 
of registrations. Marketing 
people say 45 per cent is not 
far away, that SUVs – big, small, 
little, hybrid or electric - are the 
future. Seems the ranks of those 
who hanker for top-down, two-
door motoring are thinning out.
BMW’s international sales boss 
Ian Robertson thinks so, last 
year going as far as questioning 
the segment’s long-term 
viability. “The sports car market 
is half of what it used to be. 
Post-2008, it just collapsed. I’m 
not sure it’ll ever fully recover,” 
he says.
Mazda product manager 
Nobuhiro Yamamoto isn’t 
as pessimistic, although he 
admits the popularity of the 
traditional two-seater in general 
is declining. He told a recent 
media event in Australia that 
Mazda itself has to make a 
business out of its sports cars. 

Its MX-5 is the biggest-selling 
two-seater soft-top in history.
“There are only so many cars 
available in the market that 
are affordably-priced sports 
cars. So MX-5 is very important 
for Mazda. Whenever we talk 
about the future direction of the 
vehicle, there are two things: 
one, how are we going to make 
it; two, how are we going to 
enjoy it.” Yamamoto knows a 
thing or two about sports cars – 
he headed development of the 
second, third and fourth MX-5 
models.
It’s not hard to enjoy the 
MX-5. When former Top Gear 
presenter Richard Hammond 
last year called the current 
MX-5 one of the best cars ever, 
the Mazda UK website went 
into meltdown. ”The MX-5 was 
brilliant when it was launched 
in 1989 and it’s still brilliant, the 
easiest to own sports car ever 
made and one of the most fun 
to drive,” Hammond said.
There are two sports cars in 
New Zealand recognised as 
‘affordable’, the soft-top MX-5 
and hard-top Toyota 86. They 
will soon be joined by a third, 
the soft-top Fiat Abarth 124 
Spider. All three are priced 
between $41,000 and $55,000.

‘Sports car’ is all about defining 
‘performance’. What is it? Is it 
all twin-turbocharged muscle 
power with instant throttle 
response and dynamics 
dependent on a package of 
electronic gizmos to help 
prevent the careless driver from 
sticking the car in the trees?
Or is it a mix of an engine with 
modest power, a light weight 
and beautifully balanced rear-
drive chassis with crisp steering 
response and just enough 
electronic safety aids? A car built 
close to the ground in which you 
can have bags of fun on the right 
road at 80km/h. A car that feels 
like you’ve got it on a string.
The MX-5 and Toyota 86 are 
such cars. The Fiat Abarth 124 
Spider we don’t know about 
because it hasn’t landed in New 
Zealand yet. But expect it to be 
as nimble as the MX-5. Why? 
Because the 124 is the MX-5 
wearing an Italian disguise, 
the result of a model-sharing 
agreement made in 2012 
between Japan’s Mazda and the 
Italian/American conglomerate 
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA).
MX-5 is simply one of the 
most responsive cars available 
at any old price. Mazda calls 
the balancing act ‘Jinba ittai’, 

a oneness between car and 
driver. The car is wonderfully 
adjustable. It makes you smile. 
You can never be grumpy in the 
MX-5. 
Toyota 86 is a joint development 
with Subaru. It landed in New 
Zealand in 2012 – months 
before its sister car the Subaru 
BRZ – and won the 2012 AA/
NZ Motoring Writers’ Guild car 
of the year award. Toyota built 
the 86 to add halo to the brand 
and spearhead global boss Akio 
Toyoda’s plan to banish boring 
from the stable. The 86 is not 
boring. 
The main difference between 
the Abarth 124 Spider and its 
MX-5 donor car are in the four-
cylinder engines. Abarth also 
gets styling changes to the front 
and rear, and an electronic Sport 
mode to recalibrate engine 
mapping, transmission, electric 
power steering and the dynamic 
stability control system. Abarth 
engineers say they have retuned 
the suspension for greater 
braking and cornering stability. 

Everything 
you ever 
wanted 
to know 
about cars 
but didn’t 
dare ask

A monthlycolumn 
by Alastair Sloane 
who was the 
motoring editor of 
the NZ Herald for 
16 years. 

Four seats good, two seats bad?? Sports cars are going nowhere fast

Check out Alastair’s website automtivenews.co.nz or write to him 
on 

Mazda X-5
Three models, two four-cylinder engines, six-speed manual or 
‘auto transmissions. 96kW/150Nm 1.5-litre; 118kW/200Nm 
2.0-litre. Priced: $40,995-$48,995. The 1.5-litre needs more 
driver involvement to keep humming along; the 2.0-litre with its 
extra oomph doesn’t. The 2.0-litre MX-5 will be available with a 
retractable roof next year.

Toyota 86
There are two versions: the 
86 at $46,986 and 86 GT at 
$51,986, the latter picking 
up a few more goodies, like 
a rear spoiler and different 
alloys. Power comes from a 
2.0-litre flat-four Subaru engine 
equipped with Toyota’s dual-
injection system to deliver 
147kW at 7000rpm and 205Nm 
at 6600rpm to the rear wheels 
via a six-speed manual or 
automatic gearbox.

Fiat Abarth 124 
Spider
The Abarth gets a 1.4-litre 
turbocharged unit that pumps 
out 125kW at 5500rpm and 
250Nm at 2500rpm, more 
oomph than the MX-5 offerings. 
The six-speed manual is priced 
at $52,990 and the six-speed 
auto at $54,990.

SITUATIONS VACANT

SALES PERSON
The Beacon is looking for an experienced media 

salesperson - can be part time or full time.
Initially you will be selling for the Beacon newspaper but in 
the future The Flea FM radio station will also need a sales-

person. The jobs could be combined.

If you are interested please email a CV to 
sue@thebeacon.co.nz 

or call Sue Collins on 0274 866 111 for an interview.

A trailer number plate 
registration 4B835 was stolen 
between Auckland and 
Whitianga, November 14.

Traffic
No drunk drivers apprehended 
this week.
******
We are still getting complaints 
in relation to slow and 
inconsiderate drivers around the 
Coromandel Peninsula. If there 
are cars backed up behind you 
and trying to pass, please pull 
over and let them safely pass.

DELIVERY PEOPLE
The Beacon is still looking for more delivery 

people for our Whitianga runs.

If you are interested please email stephen@thebeacon.
co.nz or call Stephen Dryfhout on 0274 866 111

Advertising in the 
Beacon
Display advertising 
displayads@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Advertising sizes and prices 
Full page        $1200 + gst 
Half page         $600 + gst 
Quarter page   $300 + gst 
 
Under a quarter page and classified advertising  
$7.50 + gst per column centimetre

Classified ads 
classads@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Boxed classified ads 
$7.50 + gst per column centimetre 
 
Classified run-ons 
10 cents per word including gst
$50 & under - free, up to 20 words. 
Private advertisers only.

Got a great 
story to tell?
Email Taryn at

taryn@
thebeacon.

co.nz

Display ads?
displayads@thebeacon.co.nz

Classified ads
classads@ thebeacon.co.nz
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Advertising in the Beacon
The Beacon will be offering no accounts 
All advertising must be paid for by midday on the Monday prior to publication. 
Our printer has to be paid on the Tuesday prior to publication so we need the 
money in our account. 
Please don’t ask for credit - you won’t get it. 
We have mobile eftpos/credit card machines so there will be no problem 
paying us. You may also use internet banking but will have to email us a bank 
acknowledgment which shows the money is being paid on the Friday prior to 
publication.  
Tax invoice receipts will be emailed to you.

Display advertising 
displayads@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Advertising sizes and prices 
 
Full page        $1200 + gst 
 
Half page         $600 + gst 
 
Quarter page   $300 + gst 
 
Under a quarter page and classified advertising  
$7.50 + gst per column centimetre

Classified ads 
classads@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Boxed classified ads 
$7.50 + gst per column centimetre 
 
Classified run-ons 
10 cents per word including gst 
 
$50 & under - free, up to 20 words. Private advertisers only.

The best advertising deal around 
- half a page (quarter page ad 
and a quarter page advertorial 
with photo) for just $300 + gst.

We'll make the ad for you - or 
you can supply your own, and 
we'll write the advertorial 
from your notes and take a 
photograph if necessary. 

A Business Profile is ideal 
for both new and exisiting 
businesses. If you're new to town 
it will help establish you in the 
community. The profile's also 
helpful if you're launching a new 
product or introducing a new 
staff member or highlighting a 
special offer.

Sell 
yourself 
with the
Beacon's 
Business 
Profile

$300
+ gst

only

The Beacon team
Oh yes, we’re moving with the times. In this world of technology, we don’t 
need an office and all of us will be working from home. Our contact details are 
below. Email us 24/7 and we’ll respond as quickly as possible - or message us 
from our Facebook page. 
 
Publisher & designer 
Sue Collins sue@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Editor 
Taryn Dryfhout taryn@thebeacon.co.nz 
letterstotheeditor@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Coromandel Town correspondent 
Shane Boocock shane@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Contributors 
Michael Smither: art, the universe and everything 
Alastair Sloane: motoring -  automotivenews.co.nz 
 
Distribution manager 
Stephen Dryfhout stephen@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Display advertising 
Sue Collins displayads@thebeacon.co.nz 
sales@thebeacon.co.nz 
 
Classified ads 
classads@thebeacon.co.nz

Out and about

Otama evening.

Several Coromandel Peninsula communities took time out last Friday 
to commemorate the 98th anniversary of the armistice that ended 
World War I 
Wreaths were being laid and two minutes of silence observed to 
remember the sacrifices of those who fought in the Great War 100 
years ago as well as all other conflicts New Zealand forces have taken 
part in.
Thames, Whangamata and Opoutere School all marked the event 
while in Coromandel an RSA service was held on Memorial Reserve. 
Coromandel correspondent Shane Boocock was there with his cam-
era.

Armistice Day: lest we forget

Local art groups and creative 
projects across the Coromandel 
Peninsula are being offered 
a helping hand with funding 
from the Creative Communities 
Scheme which closes 25 
November 2016.
The scheme, backed by Creative 
New Zealand, aims to increase 
participation in the arts, broaden 
the range and diversity of the 
arts available to communities 
and enhance and strengthen the 
local arts sector.
Funding is awarded to projects 
rather than people undertaking 
the project and applications 
must meet one or more of the 
scheme’s criteria.
Extra funding is available for 
those who indicate they have or 
are participating in the ARTillery 
Workshops
Your project must meet one or 
more of the following funding 
criteria:
• Broad community involvement 

- The project will create 
opportunities for local 
communities to engage 
with and participate in arts 
activities.

• Diversity - The project will 

support the diverse arts and 
cultural traditions of local 
communities, enriching and 
promoting their uniqueness 
and cultural diversity.

• Young people - The project 
will enable and encourage 
young people (under 18 years) 
to engage with and actively 
participate in the arts.

The types of projects or activities 
that could be funded include:
• Exhibitions, productions, 

concerts, festivals, workshops 
and presentations that offer 
opportunities for community 
involvement in the arts.

• Activities that support the 
traditions and arts of ethnic 
communities.

• Youth arts events
• Artist-led projects involving 

local communities
• Materials for arts activities or 

programmes
• Personnel costs for one-off, 

short-term projects
• Promotion and publicity of arts 

activities
• School-based projects that 

are outside of the school’s 
normal activities and provide 
opportunities for community 

participation or benefits to 
the wider community are also 
eligible.

To read more about the Creative 
Communities Scheme and for 
the application forms, see the 
website www.tcdc.govt.nz/ccs

ARTillery - Raising Funds 
for the Creative Arts
The aim of ARTillery workshops 
is to arm creative people 
with the skills they need to 
succeed through a series of free 
workshops for artists and arts 
groups.
The next in the free workshops 
being held in Thames is the 
‘Raising Funds for your Creative 
Work’, Friday 2 December 
9:30am to 3:00pm atht e Civic 
Centre, Mary Street, Thames.
Gain the skills to get your project 
funded by writing awesome 
funding applications, attracting 
sponsorship and in-kind support, 
and using online crowd funding. 
You’ll create some practical 
resources that you can then use 
in your fundraising.

Creative Communities 
Scheme funding closes soon
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The big picture

Publisher Sue Collins has missed seeing her photographs in print, often on the front page of the Peninsula Post. Sue says having a great camera is a good 
start but having an eye for the composition of a shot is more important. Then, of course, there's sheer good luck; that flukey shot you don't see until 
later. This is one of those - a winter sunrise from Buffalo Beach. If you’ve taken a great picture that you think is worthy of publication on the back 
page of the Beacon, please submit it to sue@thebeacon.co.nz. One submission per photographer per month.

Sorry folks, that’s it. The one brief 
shining moment that was The Beacon.

To show you that a local paper 
needn’t be boring and that it doesn’t 

have to be badly designed either.
I did consider carrying on but after my 
Facebook exchanges with some of the 

local community I have realised that times 
have changed and a publication like this 

is not what most of you want. 


